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A. About 56,169 students in: who are and are assigned to: 
kindergarten ...........-. 7,441 eT) ioe, Seen 48% regular classes............ 66% 
elementary school........ 21,530 MOIR MOE cts be bla hak es ae 25% special education programs 
PEGI. SGNOO 2b bree 11,795 EIR eMelsiaisy's ah. et 18% OAMEOMe gat dior et omtah a). U2 12% 
PNET eS tiPe Noga: a os 15,403 USES) ee Ge aa 8% TPE ett nha ae oe 8% 
bilingual classes........... 15% 
in...76 elementary schools...22 middle schools...17 high schools...11 specialized schools 
Q. WHERE DO BOSTON’S STUDENTS LIVE? WHERE DO THEY GO TO SCHOOL? 
A. They come from all neighborhoods: 
Codman Square .......... 7,965 EMIS OSIOM ils boc. She weenie 3,423 SOUIMPBOSIONM Se tas fe. ee 1,932 
PPMPUR ster tes Oe ie ade ayy 8 5382 ron). ky. se 3,043 HIVCESR AN Korine pes ca 1,899 
SR EATIEN ES cist cw cre 4992 EraSHICaIG oi. 6. 3) eee 2,811 WeStROxDUrycaiies?s ai ie 4 1,022 
Uphams Corner .......... 4902 Ries Corner (2. oes 2,709 Charlestowmniraty Winwes wut: oa 908 
ie) 2 1, BOs is i eae 4565 POU ENO. A...) 5) a a: 2,625 Back Bay/Beacon Hill ....... 891 
Ee ie) Saves es Sh 3,806 Fenway/Mission Hill........ 2,922 GHIRAIOWT Ie ferent 524 
Nottie ic aaa. > ao ee 76 


* Almost 40% of all BPS students — 20,568 — come from Dorchester 

* Most students are assigned to a school based on their home address, their “geocode.’ Students from different geocodes 
are assigned to the same school for desegregation. 

* Students who live in one zip code—02119, Roxbury — are assigned to 65 different elementary schools. In two other 
zip codes—Grove Hall and Codman Square—BPS students go to 60 different schools. On average, students in most 
zip codes are assigned to one of 40 different elementary schools. 


Q@. HOW MANY STUDENTS TAKE A BUS TO SCHOOL? THE MBTA? WALK? 
A. The BPS is responsible for transporting public, private and parochial school students: 
22000 BPS students in grades K-12 ride school buses daily. 
9100 BPS students in grades 6-12 take the MBIA, with passes paid for by the BPS. 
3,450 BPS special needs students are transported to private schools in Boston and the suburbs. 
21600 BPS students walk to school. 
3,400 _private/parochial school students in grades 6-12 take the MBIA, with passes paid for by the BPS. 
400 _ private/parochial school students in grades K-5 ride school buses dally, provided by the BPS. 
Q. WHO DOES NOT ATTEND THE BOSTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
A. Almost 30% of the school-age children who live in Boston do not: 
ReEBOO NO to parochial SCHOO... OR a oe ee 16% black....... 77% white....... 6% other 
PESO WO DHVALG"SCHOOIS (has Shnhea ie ai boc We oes ea he 2990 HECK Ie F. 66% white....... 4% other 
3,200 go to suburban schools through METCO........... CO ACN tan tee a oS MEME eS cro See 1% other 
Q. HOW DO BPS STUDENTS DO ACADEMICALLY? HOW MANY ARE PROMOTED? HOW MANY FAIL? 
A. Last June, 6350 students—about 11.4% of all students—were not promoted: 
Kindergarten.1 ...... DOOM pOTAOE ay, Nate teeny « CVO Grade Gyo. Saye AS: 2.2 ts ee er 25% 
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Some of these students are promoted after summer school, but the BPS does not have these statistics. Nationally, the 
non-promote rate is 4%-5%. 
The 1987 figures are similar to 1986 and 1985 rates, with the highest percentage of students not promoted in grades 1, 
7 and 9. According to a study by Mass Advocacy Center, 570 students have been kept in the same grade for three years. 
Q. HOW DO BPS STUDENTS DO ON NATIONAL STANDARDIZED TESTS? 
A. Most Boston students take two major tests each year: 


Metropolitan Achievement Test (MAT) in reading and math, given each May. This test is very important: it is used to 
look at a school’s achievement, to assign individual students to accelerated and remedial classes, and, beginning in 1990, 
to determine promotion from grades 1, 5, 8 & 12. 


Results are reported in median percentiles, comparing the BPS to school systems across the country who took the test 
the year it was first written (1986). A “median” means that half the BPS students tested scored above that percentile, and 
half below. The national median is always 50. 

In May, 1987, about 32,150 BPS students in grades 1-12 took the test: most bilingual and special needs students are not 
tested. Reading scores rose slightly in ten of the twelve grades; math scores went up in all grades. 
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Metropolitan Achievement Test Results, 1987 
BPS Median scores: The national median is always 50. 


Grade: 1 ve 3 dh 5 6 ri 8 g 10 11 12 
Reading...... 56 54 50 55 56 50 46. 48 46 a4 40 38 
Maths 2." %o..5 64 63 63 63 70 60 54 49 45 47 42 43 


A closer look at the scores reveals: 
* continuing disparity in some scores, by race. The median reading scores for seniors, just a month before 
graduation, were: black... .34 white. . .61 Hispanic. . .27 Asian. . .27 


BPS defines “at risk” as any student who scores below the 40th percentile on the MAT. By that standard, almost 
13,000 students tested need remedial help in reading, and 12,000 in math. 


scores vary greatly from school to school. Looking at the grade students leave a school: 

Elementary schools, grade 5. . . reading: 30-88. . .math 37-97. ; 
Twelve schools had a median reading score above 70; 25 schools scored below 50. In math, 68 schools were above 
the 50th percentile. 
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For middle and high schools, only Latin School and Latin Academy scored above the 50th percentile for reading. 
Median scores for the remaining schools were: 

Middle schools, grades 8... reading: 21-45. . .math: 21-47. 

Reading medians for 14 of 22 middle schools were below the AOth percentile. In math, the picture is better, with 
eight schools (including the Latin schools) scoring better than the 50th percentile. 

High schools, grade 12... reading: 21-49. . .math: 22-61 

Six out of 10 students in non-exam high schools scored below the 40th percentile, meaning that they cannot read 
their textbooks with understanding. MAT math scores are slightly better in most grades and schools. 


In May, 1988, about 31,800 BPS students were tested. Reading scores rose slightly in seven of the twelve grades; 
math scores went up in four grades. The 1988 scores are almost up to 1985's scores: in 1986, the MAT was re-written 
and scores dropped. 


State Basic Skills Tests for Grades 3, 6, & 9 

Given each fall, these tests in reading, writing, and math are designed to identify at-risk students and to determine 
state funding for local remediation programs. About 79% of all BPS students were eligible to be tested: the remaining 
21% — special needs and bilingual students — were exempted. 


The state defines “at risk” as any student who fails one or more Basic Skills Test. By that standard: 


* 34% of all BPS grade 3 students are at risk Statewide: 14% 
* 42% of all BPS grade 6 students are at risk Statewide: 21% 
* 45% of all BPS grade 9 students are at risk Statewide: 23% 


Q. WHAT IS BOSTON DOING TO IMPROVE STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT? 


A. Inthe last few years, the BPS has: 
* reduced class size and added teaching staff at all elementary and middle schools 
* developed uniform curriculum objectives, guidelines for what should be taught for each grade and each subject 
* built in planning time for elementary school teachers. 


Under the Boston Education Plan, the BPS has also: 

* opened two Early Learning Centers, combining innovative techniques and full day care for young children 

* mandated Read Aloud and silent reading programs in all schools, and required that more time be spent on reading 

* bought a single basal - one reading series that all schools will use. The curriculum objectives are also being rewritten 
to match the basal. 

* required daily reading and math homework 
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